
INTRODUCTION TO LIFELONG FAITH FORMATION - THIRD PILLAR OF OUR VISION 
STATEMENT 

 
 
“We are dedicated to inspiring the young and the old through lifelong education and formation of 
minds and hearts.” 
      The Christian family is the hothouse where Christian values and principles are learned, and a 
personal relationship with Jesus Christ is experienced. When parents bring their children to be 
baptized, the ritual begins with a mandate to the parents: “You have asked to have your children 
baptized. In doing so you are accepting the responsibility of training them in the practice of the faith. It 
will be your duty to bring them up to keep God’s commandments as Christ taught us, by loving God 
and our neighbor. Do you clearly understand what you are undertaking?” 
      The church recognizes that the primary responsibility of handing on the Catholic faith belongs 
to the parents. It is there that the children will experience God’s love for them, mirrored in the love 
of mother and father. It is in the home that children will learn to pray from their parents. And they 
will learn to pray with a community of believers at the Sunday Eucharist each week. They will 
witness their parents love for God and neighbor in the way their parents live, and in the manner in 
which they speak about God and their neighbors. 
      When I grew up before the Second Vatican Council, Religious Education programs used a 
memorization model of education. The Baltimore Catechism with its questions and answers was 
meant to hand on the faith. It was an intellectual or head approach. 
      After the Council, religious educators moved to a model that included the whole person: head 
and heart. Not only intellectual formation, but spiritual and character formation based on the 
Scriptures, is the new method in Faith Formation. The materials used with the children are meant 
to bring about a personal encounter and friendship with Jesus Christ that will be life-changing. The 
stories of Jesus from the New Testament: his public ministry, his passion, death and resurrection 
are introduced to children and youth for their meditation and internalization, throughout their 
growing years. They learn to pray by opening their minds and hearts to the Lord. They learn to put 
their faith into action through works of kindness and love. They begin to fall in love with the Lord! 

      Without the full involvement of their parents in this process, efforts to bring young people to 
Jesus will fall short. A model of Family Centered Catechesis has emerged in many parishes 
throughout the country, where the entire family of all age groups, and the other families of the 
parish come together regularly to grow in knowledge and experience of their faith. 
      Instead of a “drop off program” where parents leave their children at the church door, and then 
return in an hour, parents and their children participate together in the development of their 
relationship with Christ, and in their understanding of the Bible and the teachings of the church. 
Sunday Mass is made central to their ongoing spiritual progress. 
      This model of Lifelong Faith Formation calls everyone who participates into a conversion 
process. As with all efforts to change, and place God at the center, the model of Lifelong Faith 
Formation meets with opposition. Priorities for parents need to change dramatically; so that God, 
and worship of the Lord of mercy, becomes central. At St. Kilian our Vision Statement is 
challenging us to ongoing education of St. Kilian parents with young children. The Faith Formation 
Staff will do this gradually, beginning with monthly Parent Meetings, and monthly grade level 
Sunday Family Masses. 
      Recall that these parents at the baptism of their children made a solemn promise: “It will be 
your duty to bring them up to keep God’s commandments as Christ taught us, by loving God and our 
neighbor. Do you clearly understand what are undertaking?” They all answered ‘Yes!’  
      The task of forming children intellectually, morally, physically, psychologically and spiritually 
belongs, in the first place, to parents. Church leadership, clergy and lay, need to assist parents and 



collaborate with them, by nourishing their understanding of the Catholic faith; and their friendship 
with Jesus - so that they can fulfill their responsibility of bringing their children to the Lord. 
Peace, Father Bruce 


